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Progress of infrastructure research from the perspective of feminist geography

FENG Yaxin, AN Ning’
(School of Geography, Centre for Asian Geography Studies, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: As human infrastructure activities are becoming increasingly frequent, the impact of infrastructure
activities on human-land relationship and human social-spatial structure has triggered extensive discussions in
human geography and other related disciplines. This study systematically discussed the research context and core
issues of the feminist infrastructure geography studies. First, this study categorized the research literature on
infrastructure in geography and found that the research on infrastructure in geography showed a trend of "social-
cultural turn" that emphasizes that infrastructure is not only about its functional attribute, but also has multiple
attributes, such as social and cultural ones. Second, from the perspective of feminist geography, this study
emphasized the important value of gender and the related core-periphery perspective in the social-cultural turn in
infrastructure research and pointed out that feminism can provide an excellent perspective with both micro and
macro perspectives for analyzing the spatial effects of infrastructure. Third, based on the different impacts and
paths of the heterogeneity of human society reflected in the gender perspective on the transformation and
utilization of the environment by using infrastructure, this study outlined the main content of feminist
infrastructure research based on the gender perspective from two different fields, namely, the gender difference
at the producing end of infrastructure as well as at the using end of infrastructure. Based on such literature, this
study finally built a core conceptual framework and analytical framework for feminist infrastructure geography
studies. In the end, the developments of feminist infrastructure geography studies presented in this article also
provide a good opportunity for an interdisciplinary dialogue on a larger and broader scale by other scholars
broadly concerned with feminist topics.
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