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Fig.1 Theoretical model
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Fig.2 Influence of the interaction between self-construal and

emotional solidarity on place attachment
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Fig.3 Influence of the interaction between self-construal and
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Tab.3 Results of the moderated mediation effect model
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Abstract: Under the background of China's rural revitalization, improving visitors' attachment to rural tourism
destinations has become an important path for rural areas to achieve sustainable development and revitalization.
Therefore, this study examined the formation mechanism of visitors' place attachment in the context of China's
rural tourism. Based on the literature of emotional solidarity and place attachment, perception of place warmth
was considered the underlying mechanism for the effect of emotional solidarity on visitors' place attachment to
rural destinations. Specifically, we hypothesized that: 1) visitors will show higher place attachment to rural areas
when they perceive high emotional solidarity with the local residents (H1); 2) such an effect is mediated by
higher perception of place warmth (H2); and 3) the effects of emotional solidarity on visitors' place attachment
and place warmth will be mediated by visitors' self-construal. Compared with independent self-construal visitors,
the perception of place warmth and rural attachment are more significantly affected by the emotional solidarity
between interdependent self- construal visitors and rural residents (H3a and H3b). Three separate scenario
imagination experiments were conducted to test the aforementioned hypotheses. Results from these experiments
supported all hypotheses across scenarios. This study contributes to tourism scholarship by expanding the
understanding of the causal relationship between the two important constructs of emotional solidarity and place
attachment. We concluded that there exists a two-way causal relationship between emotional solidarity and place
attachment depending on scenarios and subjects. This study also provides practical implications for rural
destinations to improve visitors' attachment to the countryside with the help of emotional solidarity and rural
warmth attributes.

Keywords: rural tourism; emotional solidarity; perception of rural warmth; self-construal; place attachment



