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Fig.1 Clustering chart of keywords
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Progress and prospect of the application of the theory of production
of space in the study of urbanization in China

LIU Tianbao, MA Jiaming

(Institute of Marine Sustainable Development, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116029, Liaoning, China)

Abstract: Production of space systematically integrates Marxism and spatial theories into a materialistic system
with both dialectical and historical thinking, opening up a new horizon for interpreting and analyzing spatial
practice processes. Using the CiteSpace bibliometric method and based on publications in China and in the field
of production of space, combined with in-depth reading of typical literature, this study examined the progress of
the application of the theory of production of space in the field of urbanization research in China, and
summarized the overview, highlights, and shortcomings of research. The results indicate that: 1) The rapid
development of urbanization in China and the expansion of the dissemination and influence of the Western
theory on the production of space have jointly promoted the relevant research in China, which is characterized by
diverse objects, broad themes, flexible perspectives, and a combination of practical interpretation and
problematic criticism, focusing on the correspondence between foreign theories and local practices. 2) The
generalization of spatial patterns of urbanization and the critique of urbanization effects are the two key points of
the application of the production of space theory. The former is to apply production of space to sort out diverse
and specific localization practices, while the latter is the revelation of contradictions in specific spatial
production practices based on human- centered values. There still exist several shortcomings: 1) The lack of
attention to the richness of historical practice and the special focus on the logic of capital have led to the
suspicion of economic determinism and relatively neglected other important areas such as everyday life. 2)
Insufficient attention to the localization of historical practices and the biased dogmatic appropriation of Western
theories has limited the growth of critical theoretical innovation. 3) Insufficient attention has been paid to the
need to guide practice, and the value of Marxism for guiding practice is still limited. 4) From the standpoint of
historical materialism, the outlook of theory application was proposed in the light of the specific trends and
needs of high- quality development of urbanization in China, that is, from productive space analysis to living
space concern, from spatial problem analysis to the construction of a Chinese system of theories, and from the
interpretation of spatial theory to the guidance of spatial practice.

Keywords: production of space; urbanization; Henri Lefebvre; modernization



