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F Leopold 5% (1957) ¥ il R3] i 43 4y i 1.
(straight) , %5 [lf] (meandering) F134¢ 1R (braided)3 i ]
RILIE , B N A7 35 S R 3 2T i T IR A R GelE
AORIESE , UG AY F2 Sk R AN SR 1 s o 7% HiL Y3y
R AS LA SR EHEA T IR A ST B (0 2t |, —
S SE PR B E AR AR S OCOE R B HIE X BIAN ]
0] AU ) #5325 £F (Leopold et al, 1957; Parker, 1976;
Rust, 1978; van den Berg, 1995; Eaton et al, 2010),
H A% 22 Ui #0013 5 431 (Lane, 1957,
Chang, 1979a; Brice, 1982). 43X 5 M Ik (Nanson et
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F 1 FTRed M m A3 SRV (2 [ Nanson et al, 2008)
Fig.1 Schematic diagram of river channel patterns in relation
to valley slope and energy slope (after Nanson et al, 2008)

Hh ] (1 B YA U A 1 — e AT B
KEHF IR N S T — B R ()T 8, B %
Bl 43 3 FR 2 S “wandering” (Huang et al, 2004;
F GRS, 2005; F D405, 2013) . “wandering braid-
ed” 45 (Xu, 1990; fiti 1 4%, 2000), {H A5 —LEHf 57
B A2 IR Y (braided) (487745, 1961; T fifi
4k, 2003; RARAE4E, 2003; Xia et al, 2008), [EPr |-
Xof 1 — Y BT AR AL 1 ) EAR R AR L2, H RS
[ N B BIFTER AN AL GE RFERAR T L5 4 (Leop-
old et al, 1995), BRECIH[ T g A LA Lyl Beok, vl
VEZ T, R 2 PG b b X A3 LA To] 35 3 2 Y]
TS B, We i PEEE )2 B GIHSE, 2005;
S A, 2016) PRI, 4 v L AR 305 M T 3B 5
B IR FH B8R RAT 0 1 3 R4 1% BT, A RUR

DS AT ILE , S T I L1 YV T (0 S50/ NBRE
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Tab.1 Main river channel pattern classifications
Sl RS I3 RbrifE B IE S w0
PR Schumm, 1963, 1977 MR IE R 35075 BRI AR M
E BG4S, 1999 T B AU R b2 2 INN 11/ i N KR NN i FETE
IKICHBS A Leopold et al, 1957 VAN S — R TR S SRR PER
i 531N, 1964 TE B A R E T IO 75 i 2 | 325 ENE
Rust, 1978 FRIRFE BRI 2 JITNER T 22 /NN IEIVIN ENE
Lane, 1957; Chang, 1979  Jiis— R MU 75l BESARAR |G R R
Carling et al, 2014 IR AP S B IBTERRIING (322 NN TUE 22 2 IRV EME
KB BT, 1985 ST SRR B SRR ISR 17 FETE
Schumm, 1985 IKZh FT5 BRIV i B INERS TS m MRSUIN. iU e ) I M Ok ¥
TOARIR XS RRAE J3 T Y DR T 7 25
Huang et al, 2004 AT URE—h/ B 22 550 U S 3 JERIR MY HER
Nanson et al, 2008 AT WURE—h/NBESE 22 S0 BVRB TR DT 25t o IR 3 PR
Xu et al, 2010 IKFAD 25N MRV B I m e Vb B i Bk R ki
59T
BATHS [Fi) Y 25 4 3 {72 KR R ) 7 AT RO R IR 0 SR R
S N A EENE L,
(8, > Sy KIILIE , o [ 2 25 X P 9 8 P Tl DR i
A i A R AR R AT TE I 2 R AL KoK TR
ey BICHR, IR T REIRAR RGNS, AT T+
8, = Stu) WURER . ASSCLLBEI T el i B B Ok AU 2471
FTHE, oo MRSV AR SRR A

U2 T AU BEAT S, I AT ZY E S i 7Y
RN ISRl = SR RITRG biaP A e REIBIERS TR N
TV B S [P A T 2 A, 2 AR B F 7 94 T AR A
B8 33X A Aof ] L ) RS PR A T ST, I E XS ST
HATIEE

2 Byl e PR R 7 LAY
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T PRV AR 22 WS K VR F R W] R 28 B
LAY SARH R T AR, 1987)0 KT RV RN IR =2
FHE AR B R B — AR ] 2 B, 42
— R4 B o BT ISR DL T B LA
UiE s P T, L Y8 AR LR — B AR G Y )
A, 20 g 60 AEARLATIT , H] T i B A AL T
H RS, A T, 60 AR LUG , #i]
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U HGER VD B, NRJEROK iz H S A2 i i
BRI, A/NRIRKPEZ ALK, 5 R liE A kb
T K T RS (F e I 45, 2000; 5 75 7% 45, 2005,
WS, 20135 2R SCCAE, 2014), RIK AT
R, Ll ORI R RS TRER K
SRR DR 2 TR IR N KA RKED )
L. T340, TR I e A T K Hh BV B, i 25 0
DT HR /NG R ) T KO R 2 B (OB R A,
2006; 2~ =5, 2014; 5RELEE, 2016), X EEKVDAR
S SR T U T R AN i AR 5 R TR )2 )
K (T2 5, 2005; 7 56 186 55, 2006; 5 4250 5,
2008; Wk [ 4%, 2012), A5 322 AT V- 1 B
B KBTS G RN B A et o T R
ESREA S 3S FRTE BT T Y AR U8 A rh A
FH5 T8, %o 3 P Tl T8 T T AR SR R T253A
2.1 SEFEESEL

CIBTE R AT 2N R A I TR £ IR TR
B RN FR A S SR b T R A SR T
A o A A SR R T AR O >k 2 1 Y] 3 - T
TEAS AR (A, 2010), S[R3 PR T
FHIE AR AT AR A . 20 20 60 4E{C LA
I, B R Ui 32 B AR A6 0 S RN, 4 1933-
1960 4, FFH 38 I0] 11 B30T 114 32 48 458 8 v 1 e K ok
10 km (3 B H 45, 2006). 1960 4F- LU , A 12 50 i
BEZWE/N o 1989-1994 4F AL Fel 11— A 13k 137 7%
A7 B2 1) YT R 4 ) R 240 1949-1960 4 11 45% (3
B4, 2006),  [FIEF 0T, ZR 300k — e B U 5 Tl B
T 1) 25 1 7 18] R, 1998 AR AT 25 i R B E ik
1.45(4: 18 A %, 2000; Fili o B4, 20005 V740 55,
2003). /IMRIEIKFEiatT ), e B E IR R E—
HFEAIL, 2000-2008 45 F= i 4R IE 29 4 1960-1964 4F-1)
16%~34% (R HEFE 45, 2012), 0] 18 3 1 7 S BR AL
1 — R 5 10T B ATS ELAT S50 i T Rt o, LAl
B R B SR 0k 55 , 1 ST Bk 3 e 3
HME (338 5 55, 2006; PR EAE, 2012), Hfr e
e — 5 A YT B ] 4 B B AN B TR (L4,
2012), VFEWtoE 2B, K EEREE TP K VD
“EEHEEVH S S AR WK VD e D S
TR T it 5 PR 55 1 3 S PR (B b A, 2000, BREE
%, 2012; F TL05%, 2012), ] 18 8 94 TR HBR i
TTIE 1 S5 AR B (R AR 46, 2003),
2.2 HKETEFZSEL

AT TE A 7K T T T 285 8 2R 2 R R 3 YT R i AR

SE S I A N [ 8 P /6 S5 9 & S UK
HRE T Y0 A DRI T ) 1R T RN AR AR e (Ui
o BT T T 25 A 80 3 B B AR AS [ A o (7R 0 5,
2006). 20 20 60 4EAR, BRI T 7 B 1) W T ]
AHOCZR AL , T8 SRR A B K HLe, DA ) %
BN ECER TS, 1965). = 1K IEZ KA
B AT BT WEE 7 YT A SR A 5 Ok LR i
T705 MRl e A= PRl [l 9 5 iE A B T HRE R B s,
FERFRARSZ . e FIRRIZERWOKIFER AZ1T)5 , &
FE ™ 2240 , B 1996 4T /=5 b B S Inl 8 1) - e Ui o2
B A 2 3000 m/s, 3 2002 4FE HE— 8 = 1800 m/s,
INRIEIKIERR AT IS Ui BO R 285 i) R 1)
SR SEAECE G05m4, 2008), {H— 263 B LN H]
F(ERIRS, 2014; 22754, 2015), ERRFESHAE
BB W22 fi#(Chu, 2014),

IRUB e Z 7 S5 J T 10 5 DR 2% R ] T
T Wi O S kAR R R AR AR R R (W S0 2 A,
2007), W8 25 0 4% Xk K b 56 2278 S g e i HLA
A2t RN I 1 2 A HRVRRAE (V400 55, 2000; 22
BHEAE, 2005), AV RBORK(E &K H)ER /N
(I 7K T i) 24 0] e S50 ) (/R A0 A, 2000)
SRR S A AL HE , S R I 1 Ak 5
B TR K VD AR A I R Bz i — B (R S 5
2 2005; BB, 2006), KPR AL A S
SROME 2 i B8, DA T ol 75 YT AR e R T (R A,
2002), Wk TR 5 ME R R A RECRK YD
SRAFAEAE — 8 M & X R (Xia et al, 2014; 2427,
2015; ZFIGEMR 4, 2015) JiEv PRI B il i AR 40
BRI 7 2 R 2 e AR 1) ] (X et al,
2008), LAk, BT IR 20 tE4 50 ARk IF
JRE B R AR S v TR, S AR T AT R L
P, X IAT T8 W T R A 1Y) R B ELE B R 29 SRR
(W& Bt 1645, 2006).
2.3 SR ETRTE

PH AR SR W IRTE R KD S5 2 D0 4
B S TR P 5 R SR VAT R A 1) e A L S
AWK, R G 2T iR A CE
e bk, 1982; 5K 1745, 1985; Mif %4y, 1986; B1 41 X,
1994; Bfi o i 4, 2003), (HABA B 58N 52 K D 45
sz, AT Ui R R DL )2 da 7 kA 7
(S 45, 1983; W B IR, 2006), A BTN,
1987-1997 4 [a] , B] T I A7 1) S 0 & S i)
HEF(EIRENEE, 2006), /K VD R A28 S R 30E R
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Ui 1 ] BEn] R E AN — SO B A K A 557
(A FR AR LR (170000, 2001; 235 85 45, 2004; FIJKED
4, 2006), S ZE5R A (2008)F ] = T 248512 14
227 1855 ALK 4 4~ B 1 (%) B0 Tm) T Ui A LU R,
DU 2% T 2 70/ INIES T UER 24 500 km AHZE , 1A
SR ] B YT 11 Y] T8 AN W ) 6 A2 fF A O

SZ AN R AR VD 25 A A 52 ) i 3 P Tl AR
I p) A A B Bt . =1 T 2 1960 4R 7K
PEV B TI(19604E 9 H -1962 4E 3 ), i) F i
B e i ] e T B (A B T — = A Y
Ll R Sl N R U = R 2N T -
2006). M 1965 4E 2| 1999 4= /INR K /K R 12 4T HT,
W B B R IR S, FREiR BT RE E S A
FIFEU KIS0 A7 G B R A, 2006). SATHI,
AZ AT BEIE FK DA O (52 M 0] PR AR TR
TEAR R AR5 I W i 22 57, 1962-1970 4, 1%
B PRIG TS A b, 1986-2000 4F | ¥ 715l 248
(Ma et al, 2012), /NMRJEKFETK B EITE
KR IS B0 B & AR v, 55 1999 4R A H, 2010
A AN DA BT B[R] /K A6 T i 1.82~2.05 m(J7
F54F, 2012), A MRICR IS AR I, A6 el 1 — &3]
W T B R BA S K T St YT e — v AN YT B (Chw,
2014; MLLELAE, 2015) SR, Ui T Ve T B
TE I AW 32K Ub S s i fi o 290, ASFI K b
S BT YT R AE 2 U5 e 118 2 I PR (3 % 1
%%, 2006; Chu, 2014), H i, i B A i A vl
WIS TR, BB T/ NRICKE T ili:
FERIK PR
2.4 U TSEIE  BERI R IS HAEARELT P

ISz A

SR T RGBT M 4 s T 9 1 T PR A Y AR R
A TINAT S e A A B, My B RGBT
3SHEARAM Iz B TR M RIS A A 5T rh, JF
T FA R

T AR 7R S 0 S B3 S I 5 o0 M 2 A i
() —FhAFoE FBe o B FHEA AT E LD R Ok
MR TR BRI R T 22 07 X AR A, FE Ui
T M A8 PS5 (k4 5 4, 1996; F BH 4%,
2000) . Y13 235 (V1 AUE, 2000; FFBESE, 2011) & W)
PRI (E OISR, 2005)%5 05 R4S 3) T )12
o Bl FRPEIS MR EE , YRR T hid
FEAE BRI ARAL v A e RO IR B, 475 AT o itk —
AN 58 35 (OB HIESE, 2005),

BAEALIIE AT AS R K V8 17 45 Bl 5 2%
PR Uz P e T ) S A (B 4 T A, 1999; TR AT
REE 2009; SRR 25, 2009) 1] HR (PR B4,
2014; A58 5%, 2015) S K ik o #2 (2 4508,
e, Tk 20, 2003; P 7R B A, 2009; K B 15 4,
2014), HHI, f FH— 4k K — 4 8 Vb BB AR R A 1)
RGN 28I BB L B i Tl M 1 i 7
AP E LR K AR R BN, R i 2228 80 T oy
B e 2 AR Tl T A ) i VD A AR IR S
U L P T T A ) AR o i 72 R BB AR AU AR (L %
5, EOGHE SRR, 2003, 2004; £ flE4E %5, 2009).
SRR TR VD IR) Y 52 2Pk, P b S0 EAS AL [ s
W KRR S 2 e VE By 2 R R AR 2
MR35 PR 0T BB v G T S0 B A 2R 1) 4 AL B AT
ANELIHR , R L, 8 AV 2 ) R AT 1 A e (L 425
4E, 2004; TRIIHES, 2011).

3S AR Ui 5 P T S T A S O 2 A
RS, IR T — RN B (N 2% T4F,
2012), 1fij HAE B 55 1] 38 W 1 T8 28 07 A5 4 T 2238
B BrChl2= T4, 2008), i, Fifi v B 45(2000)3# 12
WAL 557K OB G T X6 E A BT i =X, X o
I R B 18 - T A8 S AR Bt T T
T 5 2% 2 B 55 (2009) i Bh 72 %A GIS HE AR, XHliE
6 L5 Ui B S AR S BRI AT TSR ; SRR AE
(2010) X Ui 775 Bt 110 8 49 R e AR REAE AT T e R
MBS OPEREE S & UF S L NRTIBTERUR S 3 & ool [&1] 5]
A IE R AT T 30T X2 145 (2008) M 45 5 T3
TSR SN IR 2R B0 il 3 wpR RR B, 22100
BRI BOE R MR T Ak (R — 2
SR AT S AT R B — 2D Rk

3 iz -SRI B 1Y) 5 R

3.1 BED

o R R AT | AR T A (1965 )3T
PR 0 FE 252 3 AR o8 R 00 AN 32 9 SRAE Sl OB it
AR AR IR DL, T b e 1 2 KA V5 VD B i g i
O U A A R R A DU Ay o e T U e E 1Y)
HBhHZE o S (1982) K85 T it sh A
T RHER SR KPRV MRS 80 3 A~ 2
R, S b, Tl b R o o A Lo A 92, T
AR R SR N, B A — e i T N B
AFXT R T R T TRT 3 S K S VIR T 36T 37 R 15
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N Bl A5 DR 2 AR A B, R i) 2 X sk 6 PR 25 1
F Ik S AR BRAZ AL (Nilsson, 1976; 5 H 4, 2003; +
JEHE, 2007). BHIL, BIZL SR K RIS 5 | 4
Gt AL S B R FE R 3R, XX — T B
A B YOE EE (O R, 1993; RAORAESE,
2003), MK SRR A B SRR WG E
A AT RE S K AR IRV (F T AT4E, 2012),

X TR B, RN, Lo T
FIERRATIE I B, — 5 KU ST, 3R 7Y
FEAE 5 BE /Y 3T 38 L B AH OC (Leopold et al, 1957,
Schumm, 1985), A BFEFERIRIE B 5 T
i SURTYNRIALY s i e IRl s u R =F K3
#% Jii %5 (Carson, 1984; Paola, 2001). 5 Z1 ) #ERL it
JRFRAT B 2> T 30T TR BUOK Fro0aE , AT 3B 7K
LU O W43 I, T B IR 30T 3B (Ashmore, 1991,
2013), T ELAE LT T B B S R A2 B I Ok
T (Millar, 2000; Gurnell, 2014), 5 #f 322l ol 5
i R S5 1) A2 P SR 52 Wi ] Y (Coulthard, 2005; Tal
et al, 2010), L& B Wi /DA, oo ok Foo
TR LI RPE R 22 25 5 ke BRIk Y, el
Ashmore(2013) A BEERI A & & T 5 fe 5, 1 RO
B HARB D KB IAEE T, Surian(2015) A8 4
TTEAFAEIE R E Y 0T VD3 22 R ) AN A2 2 3k,
ARG SR 2T BUARITE . 275k IR
MERRE P I REIBTEN A W S U E S LR+ S
A S5 AR 22 PR 26 () M), (L] o PR 28 2 3t B O
B FE B RIS A R — PR
3.2 AENETHFES T

BT VR 1 T A e A ) LRV AR A
M =9 W= NS CIBT=R A TF 27N G M E RS | A IR T B
L REIC, S DL B il R AU 1.15
ZEA 5 AR o ST oM, T R 2 K AL
HAWHE A 5EHB 00, 8 8 E i A E .
0 v 5T S AR | Wi T BT v VR R 58 A A
6], T2 W47 5k B RIS 48 B 28 8 A A B R T IRE A
QAN IE 3 7K W T v, AR SR, 19774E 7 H
8 H , TE R =135 30744k T°4F, 1987), 2013 4F U5 ,
A6 Bl 17— ] R T] B Jnl Al -2 8 R LAl AT 391.52
(MLLERSR, 2015). ity Be F RS FEAFE WA AE 2
TS TR SR R TR, i B AR s
FEMR, 19544 8 H itk rh el 1 48— 5 R0k
4% Sk 6 km Z 2 (T 4%, 1965), 2000-2008 4
A6 Pl 11— ] T B2 32 I AR R B AR 2] 345 m(BR

45, 2012), @A mIRFGREL, BT AL
TR TR R Ui o 1T B, 7 =1 Tk
FEF LT (1952-1960 4F) , i B R 5 28 7 214~
R 90% (BT AF, 1987). =T TWK R
T HEE K I VD2 1 TIHI] (1985 4F 10 H -1999 4F 10
J1), Wi B (AE R 11— A A W i A AR i i e 41
TR LY 17.49% (i BT R, 2006), @.CRE]Z K
Bo DMESMNERARIN , b, T amidk, JF 52
GEBATK R 32 WK 2R v iR, bk R Iy
O ETE 2 D) E o3 R TLE LK IR IS T 0 s
P A HC e U R B Y N B 5 e T AR L B BT
T 5 ORED, B E , BN T UieR8 5l , 58 5l ik
JE AT 3K 24.4 m/d(8k 7555, 1965). U MEA) 5 4 A LA
A FNANGD A, EL TR R AL YA [, 4
PRI RIRE -

FERIR T it Foe IR AR 22 IR TE N B A S g o
B9 3B JE 25 (Lane, 1957; Leopold et al, 1957), /&%
TRFETIE SR, I ARZHFFRE T E IR S S
Ui Z B DGR O SRR T - TP SRR
FIUAE Bl AR 250 X6 2 bR ) A 25 3 T BR A (Russt, 1978;
Brice, 1984; Schumm, 1985; Miall, 1996; Nanson et
al, 1996). A WFFE TE R BN e P S5 R0 B 2R A T
AR T O R W T, YT T 2 S P 3 S V) T AR
(Chitale, 1970; Kellerhals et al, 1976; Thorne et al,
1993), Ashmore(1991)IA A, FRAR T 1 J2 7K Uit i 4
& TR IR] RAN IR BRI 43 1 — AR 4310, A2 Do
T T BN I3, 5 0 PHE R 75 1 8 7K T TS0 AT b SRR
Fo WERF 2O N HE T ATEE N 2
i 1] A (Eaton et al, 2010; Ashmore, 2013; Surian,
2015) A W FEREFERIRITIE F3 Ay WEAR AN B 0
6K 2 FF (Schumm, 1985; Gurnell et al, 2000; Car-
ling et al, 2014), H. Carling Z£(2014)I\ K Hi & & T
P IR I S < i B AW s LI 8

3 Ak 2 ] 2 SR RE AR AT 0 E AT DL
B, v A 5 2 X g T PR S AR BT DR
S R A T R T WA , 485 HA R AN 118 22 T s )
i, TAERIRTTIE H Leopold 55 (1957)4 i %4, Hoh
RITE I AR TEAS R B S AN S A] R o A7 2L
FERF R AL AR e i R R 410, W
AEFEIN O MEERR I BRI T Y 5 3 5 AR
A 34 58 A FRUE T 3 45 (Carling et al, 2014).
PRI, R A M9 38 X6 TR AR TR T 0 Y 2 S PR S A A
E
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3.3 SAERIC IR IS T

Y vb i Z2 S 40 IRTT 08 R B8 TR] T Vi Ui v 1R T 1
TE A A F PR (% T 4%, 1965; Carson, 1984; Suri-
an, 2015), X THERRITIE N, A BTN ERIR T
T 5] i AR A R RS o v i A G, i 22 AR RS I
JEFEEIR AT T 1 ) T (K Z (Paola, 2001; Mueller
ctal, 2014), T & T JEllEz P 1 JE v F8 LA
B F L HER T B — A B 10% (kT
&, 1965; JEHRAESE, 2002), MR T(1965) T 20
40 60 A B T G B R T — e RS Y
DA, b s BT e BB Joa vh it o e A3k 60% , Y V0 i
BAETEMAI 2R ZHE 4 . W UL, T IE Y870
FrtERE B SRR 1 2200
3.4 RIS

UTATE RS BGOSR &, A 2 B T BERIR
AT AR BT A S R AT B[R] ISR 8, T 3 o 4
431 BT 1AW % A8 1 2 20 1K B 1 (Ashmore,
2001; Bertoldi et al, 2009; Egozi et al, 2009), 7E ¥
AL UV PR T BN T T A — R A K
o KPR S B . BRI K P T T
TS INGENE e A= U8 B T IRl /K R R ek
A FEAR A B[] P YT 3 R AT 2 A RIS ) it
Ak WEAMEEL I H AR, PRI RS 2 81
96 JE R AR P L R i) R R U ) R R (R T
8, 1965), it T MR BOE 2561 17K 14w 1 5 A
J TR, — YR KU R R K BV AT L AME kA o 4
WO o R JEE | PR A0 23 A e Al A [ 428 20y B S
Tt AR S AR P ) — SR A (R T A, 1965)
3.5 KIREEAFIED I

Ye v izt 22 J2 ] T il v PR T P i i) i
LS P IR S0 S e AN (B URLIBIER S9N RN 1
f, YT R AR AR R A, TR IRBE 2 46 R0, ETIRAR
RSN —E R KL AN g . 1R FFRAKR
b 25 AR AR AT T R Rl e 1 B L
TR T3 3 K It I AR B e BT A PR PRI T
2 IR )RR AR DA I DR 4 . B
BE 2RI T B R 2K . T A B AR X
ECBERT  WIAETE 2 AR i, KT E ok Z A5 =X
AN RIS A AT RE I ACH  THAE Z R fig i, A5
i 15 3 3 25 SF 7 (Huang et al, 2007; Nanson et al,
2008), Hievbil Z I BRI ARLAH L, 128 E
TE BRI B AR E o

IR VR 224 R B A B gE e I, Jevbad

Z ol 4 I 4% 3 B 5 BE (Leopold et al, 1957; Parker,
1976; Chang, 1979b; Wang et al, 1989; Knighton,
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Progress on the study of fluvial process of wandering rivers and discussion
about its channel pattern classification

XIE Zhehui'?, HUANG Heqing"", ZHOU Yuanyuan', ZHANG Min'*’
(1. Key Laboratory of Water Cycle and Related Land Surface Processes, Institute of Geographic Sciences and
Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing
100049, China; 3. Yellow River Institute of Hydraulic Research, Zhengzhou 450003, China)

Abstract: Wandering rivers frequently occur in China, especially in northern China, with the wandering reach of
the lower Yellow River as the most typical case. However, controversy concerning their channel pattern
classification remains. While such rivers are widely regarded as wandering or wandering- braided channel in
China, they are categorized as braiding rivers largely by the international geomorphological community. In this
article, the wandering reach of the lower Yellow River is taken as an example and the evolutionary
characteristics of channel morphology is summarized, focusing on the factors influenced the channel evolution in
different periods. Based on the summary, a comparison is made between braiding and wandering rivers,
including their channel definitions, morphological features, sediment characteristics, forming processes, and
energy expenditure features. Especially, the wandering channel pattern mainly develops in a low energy slope
environment that is far less than the minimum energy slope required for transporting sediment load. So it usually
presents unstable features. The braided channel pattern can exist where river energy is lower or higher than the
minimum energy slope. Therefore, it is essential to distinguish these two channel patterns. The article also
discusses prospects for studies in the future and points out that focusing on the physical mechanisms for channel
formation, developing and refining the energy theory, and examining the differences and similarities of
wandering channel and braided channel systematically can help to solve the problem of classifiying wandering
rivers.

Key words: wandering rivers; braiding rivers; channel pattern classification; energy expenditure mechanism;
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