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Fig.1 Types of rural elites and their main roles in the construction of rural development network



1636

wooBOR

$39%:

HEIFALE], G R RE N SHE B Z [E Y
B AR R AR G AR EE S
G343 PR A5 Ok AR AR AL A T L PG H 9 i
BN RAR LT R, hy 5 I R T s ) 7 b S i
TSR,

BEAh BERS B AR A TR 35 SR fE
SE— MR =07 i SN A T —E R R
BT HEAL RS VEHT, © BN HES) £ R SR Y 2
JrHEs iR AT AR AAMKEE E R BOA USRI T 136
BALTT , e 5 5 18] P9l AR AR H 8 230 v aal it
FEVTHEAR T A R B AL 38 IR TT £ VA SR
WLEE S ) HAREARS 5 N R RGA T B
ST — TR TS R AL A TR A
B Prop sl 1, SRS T 24 MR 30 ) SO K-
IR AL BET AR T B — A2 i T LS SR 5 55—
Jrin, BER TR AR RE T AR R B, 7E5E
I AR E TR IEAR IR R WSS S
IRV TS BT, A I AR IS
S, IARBEANS S SN BEL, ITH T
FHRIIDIRIE AT EBY , 3 & R L2 ks Bl
ST, B S M =0 BB R

— I, &4 S SR i i e vl LA 2 2R
RENEE T JE A 25 PEOEAL, 4 sh AL PR MR | R g ik
K EEETURY ARG REN S M EUR REN (2T AE
FIRE S BB, O e i B2 2% 1 B g RISy m]
REAFAEZE S (ELIE 2 oh T AL D0 SR A% ) WL
fili X K SR B R B S N KR AR I G5 Ty
i, B Bk SR S BRI R B 17 30, #ESh 2 A L R Y
HARA (K 2), 7E BRI, BUAEN (&

DrAE N FIFE S REART & b A JiE 1 52 0 n] E HL AT 22
5, ANEGA R AT REXT 52 & KSCH] A EA R0 A
AE R HARBY R R, H2 e AT REXA A 2L
1% RS H AR B R IRER , 25T REA RS Mk
MEAH TG BE . ()2, BEA R ZBEME R
TE T HX SRR BRI S 28 P, AN R 2E R fE
ARSI TR A XE LA B X5

BN G, £ FREANTE 2 K R h B9 f @]
AR AT 55 (1812): (D 2 AR A HEshiE
AR BAL”, HE A B A R A S R R SRR Bl
J1:@ & RBENRERITI KGR, ALE &
BT AR A REE LU S RIK G173 LR
JiE; B SNRENE & R R I “Hlipk 7 , BATEGR
ARG BARE IR, B 151 5 24 SRR LAY
) HARTTHE; @ £ FFREAJE XN R A “ HEpT I,
REAS 57 Y M & R 5 BRSNS T 3 55 114 I 46 1k
A, P W SRR BRSNS H A ;O Bk
Mo, ZRBENR S FHIRMSHY Sk N7 IR AT fE
AR ZE G A

4 BENIAR BY TR

MR EHIAER AT IR E B R R
B, AL 2 A I F R BE AT AEAE R 25 4544
Wb IR A . SR, 2 2 AR B A R R A
SEFEIT , BEALEHLTT S ) A Ji v ) B B RS R
g I B” . F b, —SRE A &
R R B[R, X 2 A e SRt o 1 W A 8 S T %
L, A R EE B ME R Y EEE . 2RI R

| mmE# | AXE | LRI

BRI

FAE 4T

| [(ERZER [T [T

e —————

|
( (B (KK [t ]

R AL

HF

A 2
II II II %
H

AR

#] ) [

K2 SHRREARS S IR AT I

Fig.2 Mechanism of rural development driving by rural elites
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Abstract: In recent years, rural geographers have made in- depth research on the utilization of resources,
environmental change, economic development, spatial system, and regional pattern of rural areas. However, the
research on the subjects/actors of rural development is relatively weak. Most of these studies focus on the
temporal and spatial changes of population and interregional migration. In contrast, insufficient attention is paid
to the subgroups of rural development subjects/actors. Rural elite is one of the main subjects of rural governance
in China and an important force to promote the modernization of rural governance. Rural elite can often
stimulate endogenous motivations, integrate external resources, and organize people to carry out a series of
actions based on policy guidance and village resources to promote rural transformation and development. In-
depth research on the roles, activities, and problems of rural elite in rural governance has important practical
significance. This article analyzed the related concepts of rural elite and explored the active role of rural elite in
maintaining the stability of rural society, promoting the economic development of villages, driving
entrepreneurship, and fulfilling social responsibilities. We also analyzed the negative effects of autocracy and
"distributed order" caused by the concentration of power, and discussed the obstacles and deficiencies of rural
governance by rural elite. Rural elite refers to the individuals who are recognized by most villagers in a specific
rural area, have strong motivation of development, personal ability, and social network, and are willing to lead or
have driven rural development through own expertise. Generally, rural elite is the "engine" for promoting
progress, the "locomotive" for collective action, the pioneer for village development, the "bridge builder" for
external contact, and the leader of rural vitalization. However, if the supervision mechanism is absent, rural elite
may also bring negative effects on the democracy, economic development, and law and order of local areas. In
order to better realize the modernization of the rural governance system and governance capacity in China, it is
recommended to further strengthen case studies of rural elite governance, deepen the theoretical research of rural
elite governance, and explore innovative models for training rural elites. Specifically, it is necessary to
strengthen the research on the emerging mechanism and cultivation model of rural elites, deepen the research on
the mechanism, mode, and effect of governance by rural elites, pay attention to the new situation and problems
of governance by rural elites, and explore the data and methods for the research on rural elites. Strengthening the
research of rural elite is helpful for enriching the content and theory of rural geography.

Keywords: rural elite; rural development; rural vitalization; rural governance; social networks



