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Fig.1 A brief history of rural land reform and rural development in China since 1949
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Fig.2 Interactive mechanisms between rural land reform and rural revitalization
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Fig.3 Pathways of rural revitalization promoted by rural land reform
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China’s rural land reform and rural vitalization
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Abstract: There is a huge gulf between the dilemmas of rural development and the strategic goals of rural
vitalization in China. This study examined the trend and characteristics of land reform and rural development in
China since 1949, and then explored the interactive mechanisms based on the functional system of rural land
reform. Alternative pathways and typical models of rural vitalization promoted by rural land reform were also
discussed. The main conclusions are as follows: 1) Rural land reform is the breakthrough point to address the
current dilemmas of rural development and promote rural vitalization. In essence, it is the readjustment of
production relations in the new era to adapt to the development of urban-rural productive forces, both of which
are urgent, integrative, and challenging. Since 1949, changes in rural land institution and rural development have
been generally coupled and linked. 2) In the new era, rural land reform has multifunctional values. It promotes
rural reconstruction and rural multifunctional development by reinforcing weak links and gives play to the
multiplier effect of institutional linkages, urban-rural integration, and economy transformation, to promote rural
vitalization and drive the optimization of urban-rural territorial system functions. 3) Along the path of integrating
elements, restructuring structures, and optimizing functions, rural land reform promotes the change of regional
functions and rural vitalization according to local conditions. 4) In the future, it is necessary to give full play to
the stimulating effect of rural land reform, pay attention to potential policy frictions, deepen the positive
feedback of rural vitalization on rural land reform, and carefully consider the coordination of rural land reform
measures and rural development.

Keywords: rural vitalization; rural restructuring; rural land reform; institutional change; element- structure-

function



