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3.4 INEERITF

o W S i L) el [E1 P el (11 = 2 1 S E s ]
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Tab.1 A summary of socio-spatial differentiation based on daily activity space
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SHEN Yue', CHAI Yanwei’
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2. College of Urban and Environmental Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Sociospatial differentiation, which reflects the uneven spatial distribution of urban social factors, is a
classical research topic in urban geography and a realistic problem that the Chinese society is facing at present.
Based on a large number of theoretical and empirical studies, the classical research paradigm focusing on the res-
idential space was formed. However, with the reconstruction of urban structure and the rapid development of
transportation and information and communication technologies, the activities of urban residents have become in-
creasingly diversified and personalized. In this context, the differentiation and segregation exist not only in resi-
dential space, but also in daily activity space of residents, so the traditional research paradigm appears to be in-
sufficient, and it is necessary to understand the sociospatial differentiation pattern from a perspective of people's
activity space. Some existing studies aboard have paid attention to this new perspective and attempted to propose
new research paradigms or approaches of sociospatial differentiation based on activity space using different hy-
potheses, methods, and data. This article reviewed existing studies and grouped them into three categories, which
are social segregation and communication based on activity space, the differentiation of individuals' activity spac-
es, and the dynamic sociospatial differentiation. The first type of research emphasizes the social environments in
which people could contact in their activity space, usually using individual data to derive activity space and cen-
sus or statistical data to reflect the social background. The second category of work takes the activity space as the
object of differentiation, and examines the spatiotemporal patterns based on individual behavioral data. The third
kind of research focuses on the temporal dimension of sociospatial differentiation, and mobile location data and
other new types of data are often used to detect the dynamic change of activity space. Based on theories and
methodologies of space-time behavior and a people-based spatial research paradigm, this study built a research
framework of "people- activity space-social space" to study sociospatial differentiation based on daily activity
space, in order to promote the diversification of the research paradigm of sociospatial differentiation, and to un-
derstand urban space and people in cities from a human-oriented perspective.

Key words: urban space; sociospatial differentiation; space-time behavior; activity space; people-based research

paradigm



