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Tab.1 Sub-disciplinary structure of book publication in human geography in China, 1912-2015

ES
o —fi Egh Mk BURSUNE i Sofk AM AT juEE Sgilisf Foll vk RROMRWE GISHIH AU
1915 2 9 1 12
1920 3 1 4
1925 4 2 1 1 8
1930 21 7 1 2 3 34
1935 13 12 9 4 8 4 2 1 56
1940 8 19 9 2 1 2 3 2 2 6 56
1945 1 15 5 3 1 1 3 1 30
1950 1 10 2 4 5 1 2 3 28
1955 7 5 5 2 2 1 22
1960 2 12 11 4 5 1 1 12 42
1965 3 6 2 6 1 2 3 1 24
1970 1 3 1 5
1975 3 8 1 1 6 2 1 24
1980 7 4 1 16 1 2 1 6 40
1985 6 8 11 1 39 4 5 4 8 4 2 98
1990 19 13 22 5 33 7 15 4 2 8 1 16 3 148
1995 2220 13 9 44 13 9 21 1 5 2 7 1 30 14 211
2000 14 21 22 7 48 8 8 11 2 7 6 8 2 30 26 220
2005 17 20 25 7 84 28 9 16 5 2 6 14 1 54 28 316
2010 17 32 39 7 108 51 23 10 4 8 2 15 1 112 30 459
2015 21 32 37 13 128 73 22 22 4 15 322 2 89 33 516
HAREAR 175 251 230 74 541 196 88 113 21 52 27 93 21 335 136 2353
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Fig.4 Subjects in sub-disciplines of human geography in China, 1912-2015
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SCH PR 2E AR G W TR AR ¥ B (2013)
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Fig.5 Country distribution of translated books in human geography in China
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The development process of human geography in China from the perspective of
book publication in the over past one hundred years

SUN Jun', TANG Maolin*, ZHANG Tingting’
(1. College of Tourism and Geographical Sciences, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500, China;
2. School of Geographical Sciences, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The survey of the trajectory of Chinese human geography in recent documentation was mainly
abstracted from the published journal articles, and confined to the past three decades. Based on the data of book
publication since 1912, however, this paper extended the time quantum, and finds that: (1) the research period
could be divided into three phases according the total publication number, 1912-1940 (traditional fields slow-
growth), 1941-1980 (few publication, and no new fields), 1981-2015 (increase rapidly, and new fields promoted
the growth of publication number); (2) to the time stability among different fields, political geography was the
most stable one, while the others expressed evident fluctuation; (3) the periodical characters could be expressed
as “basis in advance, society influence latish, and applying promoting finally,” “basis in advance” means books
on historical, methodological, theoretical, and philosophical issues were published primarily at the first stage,
and then kept a certain percentage, “society influence latish” means the social factors had an evident impact on
the quantity and quality of publication increasingly, “applying promoting finally” indicates the growth of
publication was driven by applied research more and more; (4) growing steadily since 1981, and historical
geography, cultural geography, tourism geography and GIS played an important role in publishing and promoting
the formation of new cross-disciplinary fields, ethnical geography and frontier geography, however, was delayed;
(5) currently, the publication of different fields of human geography in China is unbalanced. According to these
trajectories, the paper concludes that: (1) as a typical cross- discipline, different fields in Chinese human
geography have different tendencies to natural science, social science and humanities, this orientation is
beneficial to enhance Chinese human geography’ s role to sciences and humanities; (2) the development of
Chinese human geography was deeply affected by social facts, and Chinese geographers have paid more and
more attention to applied research, with some fields weakened, and Chinese geographers should pay closer
attention to coordinate the proportionality among different fields of Chinese human geography in the future.
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