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Tab.1 Percentage of economic values of the Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB) in the national total since 1978/%
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Uk 31.71 29.27 31.41 30.75 34.29 33.97 37.60 35.51
W RV A T i 2 31T XA T L, Hofth oy 5 & i L
65
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Fig.1 Percentage of GDP and population of the eastern coastal areas and the Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB)

in the total of 31 provinces since 1978
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Fig.4 Percentage in the national total of freight volume of the main transportation modes
in the Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB) since 1978
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Fig.5 Percentage of imports and exports of the Yangtze
River Economic Belt (YREB) and coastal areas in the

national total since 2000
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Fig.6 Current development intensity of provinces and
municipalities of the Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB)
(data from the main functional area planning reports of the 9

provinces and 2 municipalities)
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Fig.8 Percentage of main agricultural products of
the Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB)

in the national total since 1980
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Tab.4 Statistics of the main functional regions of the Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB)
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Issues and suggestions on the construction of the Yangtze River Economic Belt

LIU Yi", ZHOU Chenghu™’, WANG Chuansheng"”, SUN Guiyan"**, KANG Lei"**, FANG Ming"**
(1. Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 2. State Key
Laboratory of Resources and Environmental Information System, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 3. Institute of
Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 4. University of Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: At present, speeding up the development of the Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB) is an important
strategic measure for promoting the sustained and stable growth of the Chinese economy under the New Normal
state. As the main axis of China's national territorial development, the Yangtze River Economic Belt has
significant locational advantages, navigation and shipping advantages, and relatively complete industrial system,
therefore the economy accounted for about 45% of the national total in 2014. At the same time, it also faces
some major cross- regional issues, which will restrict its future development. By examining the main
development characteristics of the Yangtze River Economic Belt since the reform and opening-up, this article
analyzes the main issues that present in the development of the Yangtze River Economic Belt with respect to
economic growth, spatial development, shipping, industry, resources and environment, urbanization, and
institutions. The main problems include slow economic growth, widening regional gaps, insufficient use of water
transport, homogeneity of industrial structure, low urbanization level, lack of institutional arrangements for cross-
regional issues and regional cooperation. The article also discusses the main short-term developmental strategies
and measures of the Yangtze River Economic Belt in order to provide some references for the government and
academic circles.

Key words: principal axis; spatial development; macropolicy; Yangtze River Economic Belt



