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Fig.1 The impact of built environment on car ownership and usage in urban areas
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Fig.2 The mechanism about car ownership and usage in urban areas
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Researches on Decisions about Car Ownership and Usage in Urban Areas

HUANG Xiaoyan, CAO Xiaoshu, LI Tao
(School of Geography and Planning,Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Researches on decisions about car ownership and usage, as the basis of urban traffic planning, invest-
ment in transportation and policy making, has become an important discipline and academic focus which cap-
ture the attention of the international academic communities. This study focuses on the decisions about car own-
ership and usage, and analyzes the development of the relevant studies in foreign countries from the aspects of
theoretical foundations, empirical studies and research approaches. In addition, the paper summarizes the basic
categories and theoretical models. Based on that, we systematically review the important topics in domestic stud-
ies. The review indicates that the studies on the decisions about car ownership and usage have gone through the
shift from macroscopic level to microcosmic level at home and abroad. The foreign studies mainly concentrate
on basic theories, characteristics and influencing factors, research of models, and so on. The domestic studies
have shifted from only focusing on the consequences of a rapid increase of car ownership and the countermea-
sures to investigating the mechanism by which car traffic and urban environment affect each other. Finally,
based on the analysis of insufficient areas of the current research, the paper predict a trend for the related re-
search and puts forward an analysis framework for the future research on the decisions about car ownership and
usage.

Key words: car ownership; car usage; urban areas; review

ARG RS
TR IEHE, WG, A IR NR A S R SR I o A, M ERRL2EE R, 2012, 31(12): 1608-1619.



