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Tab.1 Changesof the population in Hetian Town
1953 1963 1973 1983 1993
() 36 618 38 000 50 763 63 831 75 692
10 () 1382 12 763 13 068 11 861
(%o) 3.77 33.59 25.74 18. 58
2
Tab.2 Changesof the cultivated land in Hetian Town
1953 1963 1973 1983 1993
(hm?) 3919.6 3818.3 3608.5 3657.9 3645.1
(hm3/ ) 0. 107 0.101 0.071 0.057 0.048
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DESERTIFICATION INDUCED BY WATER EROSION
AND ITSCOM BATOF HETIAN TOW N IN
CHANGD ING COUNTY, FUJIAN PROVINCE

Chen Zhiqing
(Institute & Geography, ChineseA cadeny o Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract

Hetian Town of Changding County, Fujian Province, is a representative of desertification
induced by w ater erosion in granitic hilly areas of Southern China Two factors are accountable
for the seriouswater erosion induced desertification In physical agpect, the thick weathered
horizona of the granite provide material basis for the development of desertification Sufficient
precipitation and high rainstorm intensity increase the water erosion intensity. In socio- eco-
nom ic agpect, rapid population grow th exerted pressure on land, several deforestation of forest
on a large scale resulted in destruction of the vegetation Since the founding of the People’ sRe-
public of China, massive prevention and control w as carried out follow ing the principle of scien-
tific experiment and research in combination w ith local peoples practice The control and com-
bat of desertification induced by water erosion improved the ecological environment signifi-
cantly.
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