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Tab.1 Thenumber of institution and menber s who were involved in the work of

canpilation of the National Atlas of China
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Tab.2 The total number of mapsand pages each atlas in the National Atlas of China

180 540 265 298 1300( 1 406) 2 583
280 283 373 161 800( 1 229) 1897
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TheM ilestone in theD evelopmental Process of
M odern Cartographic Science in China
——The Character isticsand Innovation of
The National Atlas of China

L IAO Ke
(Institute of Geographical Sciences and N atural Resources Research, CA S, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: At first, this paper expounds the mportance of The N ational A tlas and the
compiling course of TheN ational A tlasof China, and then put enphasison the character-
istics and innovation of The N ational A tlas of China T he characteristics and innovation
include (1) TheN ational A tlasof China is a complete collection of the key information on
the nation’ s various agects including nature, population, economy, society and history.
(2) The resultsobtained from studieson different fields including geology, biology, envi-
ronmental science, economy, and history of China have been systematically summarized in
TheN ational A tlas of China (3) The compilation of The N ational A tlas carries out the
sustainable development” strategy and emphasizes the relationship betw een human being
and nature (4) The compilation of TheN ational A tlas realized the essential revolutionary

transfomation from traditional technology to complete digitization and automation, and
the form s of electronic atlas and Internet map satisfy the needsof information sciety. The
accomplishment of The N ational A tlas of China has scientific mportance, applicable val-
ues and fcial benefits it also hasan mportant role in the developmental progress of mod-
ern cartography in china

TheN ational A tlasof China isan important result of creativework of Chinese science
and technology during the 21st century. Scientists from three generations have used their
know ledge and expertise to work on thisproject, mading it an unique case in Chinese his
tory of science; and such case is even very rare in theworld history. A tpresent, TheNa-
tional A tlas of China represents the highest level of the development of the Chinese cartog-
raphy; it producesa great mpact on theworld and it occupys an mportant position anong
N ational A tlasof various countries Thework on TheN ational A tlasof China has histori-
cal contributions to the development of cartographic science in China and it is indeed a
milestonemarking the developmental progress of modern cartographic science in China

Key words China; TheN ational A tlas M ilestone; Characteristic



