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A Study on the Mechanism of the Formation and Evolution of the Cultural
Creation Industrial Clusters in Chinese Agricultural Areas:
A Case of Painting Industrial Cluster in Wanggongzhuang Village of Minquan County

LI Xuexin
(Department of Environment and Planning, Shangqiu Normal University, Shangqiu 476000, China)

Abstract: Based on the examination of the developming tendency of the cultural creation industrial clustering in
urban areas, this paper considers that despite there are many favorable conditions for the development of the
cultural creation industrial clusters (CCIC) in urban areas, such as the concentration of the market and the large
number of universities, research institutions and support industries, the CCIC can also form and develop in
agricultural areas. Through an analysis of the formation and development of the CCIC in Wanggongzhuang
Village of Minquan County, Henan Province, the paper finds that the dominant factor is the social capital mainly
consisted of relations of blood, kinsfolk, geographical locations and industries. There are accidental factors
playing a key role in the formation and evolution of CCIC in Chinese agricultural areas, but these "accidental"
opportunities only favor some "economic elites" with the entrepreneurial spirit in rural areas. The imitation plays
an important role in the early formation of CCIC in rural areas, and imitation can easily lead to the development
of clusters. For the CCIC driven by the markets in rural areas, government’s timely intervention, guidance and
support are necessary. By contrasting with the location factors in urban areas, the paper also finds that the
dominant factors are different between the rural and urban CCIC, which are mainly social capital and cultural
resources in agricultural areas. The concepts such as "local buzz, noise, creative milieu, and creative field" in
the Western publications are equal to the social relations in the Chinese agricultural areas, but the perspective
of the Western concepts is based on the dissemination of knowledge and technological innovation. Whether the
family workshop in the CCIC in agricultural areas is backward or not, it should enter the industrial park. Such
conclusion has not been confirmed. Tthe family workshop in the Chinese agricultural areas is better than "the
studio" in the Western cities.
Key words: cultural creation industrial cluster; formation and evolution mechanism; agricultural areas;
Wanggongzhuang
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