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Review of the Researches on Producer Services from an Angle of Space

LIU Shuhua'?, SHEN Yufang'
(1.The Yangtze Basin Development Institute, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China;
2. Social Sciences Academy of Nanning in Guangxi, Nanning 530022, China)

Abstract: Since the 1980s, human geography has been involved in the research on producer services from the
angle of space. Some related theories and research topics were gradually formed. The theory from the spatial
view on the study of producer services concentrated on location choice and spatial layout largely, and formed
the central place theory, bid-rent theory, spatial selective diffusion theory and agglomeration theory. The related
issues included location choice, location mode and spatial layout of producer services, spatial behavior of ser-
vice firms, and impact of the spatial layout of producer services on urban structure and regional economy. Over-
all, the spatial research findings and fields of producer services were increasing, which became the theoretical
and empirical basis for related policy formulation. But a whole and theoretical framework for the study of pro-
ducer services from the angle of space has not been formed yet. The difference of spatial layout, industrial func-
tion, and spatial decision-making of service firms need further studies, and the production and exchange charac-
ter of producer services and their relevance to the dynamics of new economic spaces need to be explored in
more details.
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