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Space and the Theoretical Construction of Economic Geography

HU Zhiding'?, GE Yuejing', XU Jianwei', CAO Yuan'
(1. School of Geography and Remote Sensing, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. School of Tourism and Geography Science, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: Space is one of the core concepts of geography, and space has been playing a central role in geogra-
phy study for a long time. Geographers’ understanding towards space is in constant evolvement and develop-
ment caused by the impacts and inspiration of many subjects and the profound impacts from philosophers and
sociologists in particular. As one of the important branch disciplines of geography, economic geography has ex-
perienced a number of changes in the trend of thought and experienced the rise of the branch within a history of
less than 100 years. All these cannot be separated from the fact that economic geography is rooted in space, and
it is space that sustains the source of theoretical innovation in economic geography. The article explains the con-
cept of space in geography with the development of economic geography for clues to further confirm the above
viewpoints. Furthermore, the article holds that space cannot be condescended to the parallel position as place,
location and region, for space contains the latter ones. Therefore, the first position should be conferred upon
space. We should not ignore methodological innovation in economic geography either, for each breakthrough in
understanding towards space is surely accompanied by a certain innovative research method. However, innova-
tion of method has to be put in the second position, because every innovation of method always follows the
change of the understanding towards space.

Key words: space; economic geography; theoretical construction; methodology
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