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Progress and Achievement of Industrial Geography:
Celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the Founding of IGSNRR

ZHANG Lei', GAO Boyang"’, LIU Weidong', LU Dadao', CHEN Hanxin?, ZHAO Lingxun'
(1. Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling, Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources
Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 2. Graduate University of Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Beijing 100049, China; 3. Shenzhen Science and Industry Park, Shenzhen 518057, China)

Abstract: With 70 years of development, the Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research
(IGSNRR, Chinese Academy of Sciences) has made great contributions to the development of industrial geogra-
phy in China. The purpose of this paper is to review the research history of industrial geography at IGSNRR.
First, three principal development stages are outlined, namely the stage of snaking growth (1945-1979), the
stage of entire growth (1980-1997) and the stage of thriving or booming growth (1998-2010). All of the studies
in industrial geography have been done with concern on the national economic development. Even though, there
are different features among them, especially, a diversification of the subjects in the third stage after the boom-
ing of socialist market economy in the country. Secondly, the paper presents four major achievements, namely,
progresses relied on the principle that practices lead subjects, introduction of foreign experiments with books
and publications, improving and upgrading industrial theory rooted upon the principle that gnosis comes from
practices, and opening new fields with the development in the corporation between geography and high-tech in-
dustry. Finally, it gives a general conclusion on the future development of industrial geography.

Key words: IGSNRR; industrial geography;development stages; major achievements; principles led by practices
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