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New Progress on the Integrated Studies in Geography

N | Shaoxiang
(College of Geographical Science, N anjing Nomal U niversity, N anjing 210097)

Abstract: Geography is a discipline with its notable feature being integration. In other
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words, integration and regionalisn are the basic characteristics of geography. A searly as
in 1940" sChinese geographers started to recognize thisfeature and since 1960’ s amost all
Chinese geographical scholars have paid attention to the integrated geographical studies. In
themeantime, quitemany attenpts have been made and/or some results achieved in the
studies particularly during recent twenty years. They include the exploration on theory
and methods for integrated geographical studies and putting them into practice. N everthe-
less, there are still many issues in integrated geographical studiesw hich need further ex-
ploration, such as rather narrow connotation, mperfect modesof thinking, lack of deeply
researches on process and mechanisn of geographical entitiesor phenomena, and tending
more tow ards qualitative gpproach rather than quantitative one. Based on these problans
the contentsof the integrated geographical studies and them ethodology asw ell as the new
means to be applied in the integrated geographical studies are discussed and presented in
thispaper.

Key words geography; integration; progress



