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Fig.2 The coal development and urban expansion in Hebi
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Fig.3 Base urbanization mode of Hebi
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Fig.4 The increase of population and urban construction lands in Hebi
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Local Government—oriented City Making in Inland China:
A Case Study of Hebi, a Mining City

LIU Yungang', YIN Guanwen®
(1. Geography and Planning School of Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China;
2. Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan 8128581)

Abstract: It is argued in the literature that industrialization and the development of tertiary
industry are the major driving forces of urbanization. However, little is known about the
implications of institutional forces upon urbanization. Hebi city, a mining city in Henan Province,
is taken as a study case to investigate a new type of urbanization in China, i.e. local government—
oriented urbanization. As a mining city, Hebi is threatened by the coming exhausting of mining
resources. Accordingly, a new city has been built —up beside the old area of Hebi. Through
intensive interviews as well as an anthropological fieldwork in 2007, it is found that local
governments endeavor intentionally to construct the new city to transfer population and sectors
from the deteriorated old city. It is disclosed that a branch of institutional strategies including
administrative —boundary adjustments, new —office —building constructions and infrastructure
optimizations have been successfully implemented by the local governments. The local
governments endeavor to re —orient the development trajectory for the accumulation of both
population and sectors, i.e. urbanization. The local governments play a decisive role in the
urbanization of Hebi. It is indicated that institutional forces will have important impacts upon
urbanization in China.

Key words: city making; urbanization; local government; inland city; policy process; Hebi city
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