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Progressand Problan s of Resources
Secur ity Studies in China

WANGL ifmao, LAN G Y i-huan
(Institute of Geographical Sciences and N atural Resources Research, CA S, Beijing 100101 China)

Abstract: There are no identical viev s about the definition of resources security. But its
key content includes three agpects the quantity of resources, the stability of resources
supply, and the rationality of resourcesprices Resurces security studies in China can be
divided into three research directions the first one is focuson the agect of international
security and relations the second one is focus on economic security, which considers re-
urces security apart of economic security; and the third one isfocuson the agect of re-
ources and environment M ain research areas are energy security, food security and eco-
logical security.

Up to now, a comprehensive index system for gppraising reources security has not
been established, although some indices can be found in some ecial areas, such as food
security, energy security, financial security and w ater security.

At the end of thispaper, it discusses some mportant issues related to reurces secu-
rity. (1) Do not overstate the risksof utilizing of overseas resources generally gpeaking,
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the benefit of utilization of overseas resources ismuch higher than the cost of risk (2)
Self-sufficiency can reduce short-term risks of resources supply, but may increase the
long-tem risks (3) Open and diversified resources supply system ismore stable and safe-
ty. (4) Consideration must be given to both the security and benefit, but benefit first

(5) mporting resources is a reflection of China’ s opening policy, not a threat to interna-
tional resourcesmarkets (6) Non-traditional security and traditional security can inter-
w eave into each other, and non-traditional security can change into traditional security if it
developes to a certain degree
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