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Infrastructure and the Living Environment of Human Being

JIN Feng—jun

(Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resource Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Infrastructure is a system which supports the activity of human beings. In order
to improve their living environment, human beings always expend huge capital to con—
struct infrastructure. Without doubt, infrastructure has been playing important roles in
improving human living conditions, and human activity more and more depends on infras—
tructure and infrastructure service. However, there is little research to appraise the influ—
ence of infrastructure to human activity. In this paper, the relations between infrastruc—
ture and human living environment are studied systematically. The paper points out that
the roles of infrastructure in improving human living environment concentrate in three as—
pects: firstly, as a basic condition, infrastructure supports the expansion of living space.
Due to the development of modern infrastructure, personal daily activity space has been
expanded over 20 times. The travel time from Beijing to Shanghai, for instance, has been
reduced to less 2 hours by air at present from 150 hours in the middle of nineteen century.
Infrastructure leads to rational and efficient utility of living space and changes the concepts
of relation between time and space of human beings. Secondly, infrastructure promotes
the share of resources around the world. Statistics show that there are several billion tons
of goods exchanged among countries due to the support of railway and maritime infrastruc—
ture. Infrastructure has increased human capacity and promoted efficiency in resources
sharing. Thirdly, infrastructure has roles to optimize living environment. A lot of non-
productive infrastructures have been given more important attention to improve natural en—

vironment-

Key words: Infrastructure; Living Environment; Living Space Expansion; Resources

Sharing; Optimizing Living Conditions



