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M ain Character istics, Progressand Prospect of
International W etland Science Research

YAN G Yong-xing

(L aboratory of Process and Environment, Changchun Institute of Geography,
CA S, Changchun, 130021 China)

Abstract: Thispaper concludes themain characteristicsof international w etland science re-
search It show s that thew etland science has a long history, slow progressof development
in the past and rgpid progress in modern time It has become a key subject and research
field in the science research in theworld Its content and field of the research have been
enlarged It has been strengthened in both synthesis and 9lit research T he uneven devel-
opment of international w etland science exists in theworld, and developed countries occu-
py advanced places in thew etland science research of theworld; but the gap of research
level betw een developed and developing countries is gradually reduced It makes a detail
introduction to the hot point, fomw ard position field, progress, progect and development
trend of international w etland research in the 21st century. Themain hot points and for-
w ard position fieldsof w etland research in theworld are asfollow s conservation and man-
agement of w etland, formation, development and succession of w etland, paleoenvironment
reconstruction, ecological process and dynam icsof w etland, greenhouse gases, greenhouse
effect and global change, biodiversity, health and assessnent of w etland and constructed
w etland, restoration and reconstruction of degradation w etland, w ise utilization of w et-
land, peatland and peat, w etland ecological engineering and application of new techniques
and instrument
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